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Mental Health Behavioral Diseases Third Cause of Death in Fulton County
According to the most recent data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the major causes
of death in Fulton County—cardiovascular diseases and cancers—generally match the national pattern when
measured in terms of broad classifications. However, while respiratory diseases rank third—both nationally and
in the State of Georgia—the third leading cause of death in Fulton County is mental and behavioral diseases,
which include various types of dementia such as Alzheimer’s.
A major component of an “Environmental Scan” to be used by the Board of
Commissioners as a part of the Fiscal Year 2015 strategic planning process,
the “Public Health” focus area also included the following “key public health
indicators”:
 Fulton has some of the highest rates of HIV and syphilis in the nation.
 Fulton’s overall health rating ranks it midway between the Atlanta
Regional Commission (ARC) 10-Core (Metro) Counties, with Fayette
“enjoying the most impressive ranking and Clayton the most
deficient.”
The Report notes that causes of death, the prevalence of diseases and
other health conditions do vary wildly within Fulton County. “Accordingly,
County-level data often masks disparities that exist within the County.” A “health assessment” of the Adamsville
Health Center Service Area by the Department of Health and Wellness disclosed the concentration of
cardiovascular disease, high-blood pressure and other chronic diseases in Fulton County Districts 4, 5 and 6.
Other findings and “key indicators” of the Scan:
 Unemployment Rate Increasing for Fulton’s Millennials
The unemployment rate for the 25-34 year-old demographic (the millennials) is increasing, because
the 55-64 year-old population (the younger seniors) is working longer.
 Population Aging: 20-44 Year-Old Group Declining
Younger-working age groups, 20-44 years old, have declined from 43 percent to 39 percent between
2000 and 2013, consistent with the national trend.

Commission District Profiles reveal District 3 “Richest District”
The “Environmental Scan” included “Commission District Profiles.” The profiles are a district-by-district
breakdown of population and other demographic factors which revealed:


District 3, located in Central Fulton County and including most of the City of Sandy Springs, the northern
part of the City of Atlanta, Buckhead and Midtown has the “highest proportion of very high-income
households with 18.7 percent of the households having an income over $200,000.



District 4, located entirely within the City of Atlanta including Downtown and much of the western area of
the City has the highest proportion of very low-income households with 18.1 percent of the households
having an income below $10,000.



District 6 has a “roughly normal distribution of incomes” and “with over half of the households having an
income in the mid-range between $28,000 and $100,000.”
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Mighty Moments in the Mighty 6
BELOW: Bulk Waste Day: More than 800 residents
dropped off bulky waste items at Creel Park on Bulk Waste
Day, Saturday, April 18. The all-day event is designed to
help citizens dispose of their bulky waste items, such as
recyclables, electronics, and household hazardous waste.

ABOVE: Members of the New Life Presbyterian Church
located in College Park pose for a photograph after
receiving the South Fulton Senior Services’ Heartbeat
Award in the Group Recipient category. The 24th Annual
Volunteer Luncheon Program, sponsored by South
Fulton Senior Services, Inc. was held Friday, April 10, at
the Atlanta Airport Marriott hotel in College Park.

